
Celebrating the festive season  
through school experiences



This story is for everyone, students, teachers, families, and our wider 

community — to remember how the spirit of Christmas brings us 

together and creates memories that last a lifetime.

This is a story about Christmas at Maltby Learning Trust but it is much 

more than decorations, songs, or counting down the days until 

the holidays. It is a story about the memories that stay with us, the 

traditions that shape us, and the people who make the festive 

season so special.

Through these pages, you will travel back to those magical 

Decembers, sharing in the laughter, the giving, the celebrations, 

and the moments of togetherness that’s made in our schools.



I remember walking into the school hall for 

the first time at Christmas. The lights twinkled 

across the huge tree, and it felt like the whole 

place had transformed overnight. What 

made it magical wasn’t just the decorations, 

it was everyone coming together. We shared 

lunches around long tables, laughed at 

cracker jokes, and tried to keep paper  

hats on our heads.

We sang songs at the top of our voices, 

proud and excited. Even as I grew older,  

the feeling stayed the same. Christmas 

reminded us that school wasn’t just a place 

to learn, it was a place to belong.

“This was where 
the magic of 
Christmas first 
began for me”

Chapter One





Some traditions marked every December  

like little landmarks of my school years. 

Walking to the local church in the crisp 

winter air felt like an adventure. Inside, carols 

echoed beautifully, and the stories felt warm.  

Later, as an older student helping younger 

ones, I saw how these moments shaped me. 

Carols filled classrooms, corridors,  

and assemblies. 

Even in secondary school, hearing younger 

pupils practise made me feel part of a 

bigger story that never ended. As a child, 

nativities meant tinsel halos and tea towels  

on our heads. 

As I grew older, we performed lively 

pantomimes and concerts that filled the  

hall with laughter. Being part of it, on stage  

or backstage, made December 

unforgettable. Traditions gave each  

year its rhythm, little rituals that made 

Christmas feel like Christmas.

“Traditions were 
the moments that 
returned each 
year, reminding 
us how far we’d 
come.”

Chapter Two



One of the most important lessons Christmas 

taught me was that giving mattered just as 

much as receiving. I loved building festive 

hampers with my class, decorating them and 

filling them with treats. Delivering them to 

people who needed cheer taught me the 

power of kindness. Running in red hats felt 

silly and fun, but it also raised money  

for families in our community.

Bringing in tins, gifts, and donations alone felt 

small, but together, our contributions made 

a real difference. Generosity doesn’t have to 

be grand, it just has to be shared.

“At school, I 
learned that 
kindness was 
something we 
could all carry 
home.”

Chapter Three



Christmas at school stretched far beyond the 

classroom. As a child, the Christmas fayres 

felt magical with reindeer, Santa, games, 

and bright stalls. As a teenager helping 

run them, I saw how much effort went into 

creating that joy. I’ll never forget seeing the 

younger children’s faces light up when Santa 

arrived. Years later, giving out biscuits and 

colouring sheets, I felt like I was passing down 

the magic. 

Sitting with older members of the community 

for afternoon tea, sharing songs, stories,  

and memories, taught me that Christmas 

isn’t about age, it’s about connection.  

Every festive moment brought us together 

like a family, even when we were strangers.

“Christmas 
showed me that 
family is built 
through shared 
moments, not 
shared ages.”

Chapter Four



Christmas was also a time to celebrate everything we’d achieved. 

Watching Christmas films with friends, popcorn in hand, felt like the 

perfect reward. Glitter, glue, and handmade cards reminded us 

how far we’d come from our early years. Some days, we read stories 

about kindness, hope, and friendship, and the calm and warmth 

they brought made busy school days feel special. These celebrations 

made December feel like a reward — a time to reflect, rest, and enjoy 

being together.

“The greatest reward  
was sharing those  
moments together.”

Chapter Five



Even now, years after leaving school, I remember every December,  

the laughter, the music, the giving, the traditions, the community,  

and the warmth. 

Those moments shaped who I am. They taught me kindness, belonging, 

confidence, and joy. They became memories I return to every Christmas. 

This is the story of festive seasons that stayed with me - positive memories  

that last a lifetime.

At Maltby Learning Trust (MLT), the 

emphasis placed on Christmas is a strategic 

commitment to delivering one of our core 

aims: “Building positive school memories 

which last a lifetime”. Our focus on this 

festive period is driven by the importance 

of fostering key values and creating an 

environment where all young people  

can thrive.

The celebrations are designed to reinforce 

a sense of Experience and Tradition. 

We believe that coming together as a 

community is an essential part of the 

Christmas experience. It provides us with 

a unique opportunity to create lasting 

memories by spending quality time with 

one another, engaging in meaningful 

conversations, and sharing laughter and joy. 

By embracing the season, we aim to instil a 

sense of belonging and appreciation for the 

beauty of the season, creating meaningful 

traditions that our students will cherish for 

years to come.

Equally vital is the focus on Community 

and Charity. The festive season serves as 

a powerful reminder of the importance of 

community, bringing together students, 

families, and the wider community to 

celebrate shared values of kindness, 

connection, and togetherness. These 

moments strengthen the bonds between 

our schools and the communities we serve, 

fostering a sense of belonging that extends 

far beyond the classroom. 

Our charitable efforts are not merely acts of 

kindness; they serve as meaningful lessons in 

empathy, compassion, and the strength of 

collective action, helping students gain  

a deeper understanding of the importance 

of looking beyond themselves and making  

a positive impact on others’ lives.

Finally, the season is used to underscore the 

concept of rewards and investment. We 

acknowledge and celebrate students who 

demonstrate excellent attendance and 

displayed full investment in their learning 

over the Autumn term, ensuring that positive 

behaviour and effort are recognised  

and celebrated.

By investing in this time, we ensure that 

students, staff, and our community are fully 

invested in forging exceptional relationships 

based on trust, care, high expectations, and 

a passion for genuinely making a difference.

The Importance of Community  
and Lasting Memories






